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P.O. Box 81315, 8000 Davao City, Philippines; Phone/Fax: (+63 82) 241 0150; Mobile: +63 918 919 4346 

Email: edmond@macaraeg.org 
      _  

Edmond D. Macaraeg 
Festival Coordinator 

 

October 1, 2021 

Hello to all brethren! 

 

Greetings again to everyone!  For the sixth year now, we are again privileged to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles at the cool, 

beautiful, and prestigious 4-star Eden Nature Park Resort, at Eden, Toril, Davao City. Those who wish to know more about 

Eden Nature Park, please click to their website: http://edennaturepark.com.ph/  And those who wish to know more about Da-

vao City, please click to: http://www.davaocity.gov.ph/davao/. 

 

OUR CONTINUING CHALLENGE  

 

We are all aware, that practically most of the world is still under some type of Covid-19 pandemic restrictions.  

 

As a blessing from Yahweh, we are celebrating the Autumn Feasts in the right autumn month. This Covid restrictions have 

been relaxed a little bit and thus, we are being granted another Feast of Tabernacles celebration in the same special venue we 

have been using through the years—and without using any masks while singing. 

 

NO SPECIAL FUNDING AGAIN THIS YEAR 

 

Unlike in the past, when we conducted a “Go-Fund”-raising activity; for the second year now, due to the continuing pan-

demic, and as a way of respecting those who may have economic difficulties, we refrained. 

 

THE FALL FESTIVALS 

 

The Fall or Autumn Festivals starts this month of October with the Feast of Trumpets (October 7, Thursday); then the Day 

of Atonement (October 16), which is observed with fasting—no food or water from Friday sunset of October 15, until Sab-

bath sunset of October 16. 

 

Then the Feast of Tabernacles starts with the Opening Night Service at sunset of October 20 (Wednesday), and ends with 

the Last Great Day on October 28 (Thursday).  

 

Since God’s days starts at sunset, please plan to arrive at the Eden Nature Park Festival Site before sunset on the Wednes-

day, of October 20— early enough to register, get settled; take dinner; and attend the Opening Night Service at 7:30 pm, at 

the Garden Hall of Eden Nature Park Resort in Davao City.  

 

For those of you who need a Festival Excuse Letter, in connection with the schooling of your children or for your own em-

ployment requirements, please request from us a copy. 

 

For our scattered brethren, who may not be able to attend these Holy Days in person, due to distance, health problems, finan-

cial constraints, or Covid-19 restrictions, please connect by Facebook Live as usual. 

 

WHAT IS THE FEAST OF TABERNCLES? 

 

Our practice of observing God’s Feast of Tabernacles is in obedience to God’s commands (Lev. 23:34-44), which was also 

observed by Christ and His disciples (John 7:1-39), and which will be required upon all families and nations at His return 
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(Zechariah 14:16-19). God’s people are privileged in a special manner now to be given some advanced training and experi-

ence in our future roles. Remember, no other people on earth today are given such experiences. Therefore, let us do our best 

to prepare ourselves physically, financially, and spiritually. All challenges (including problematic situations) which we may 

encounter should be considered part of our training and an opportunity to develop godly character to equip us for our great 

role in God’s coming Kingdom! 

More details on the Feast of Tabernacles is printed in the inside cover of our Festival Brochure (available as you register for 

the Feast), and will be delivered as sermon topics during services at the Feast itself. 

 

BLESSED TO STILL HAVE THE BEST FESTIVAL SITE!  

 

Yahweh El Elyon and Yahweh Yahshua continue to bless us, not only with the best site with a cool weather; but also the 

privilege of still being able to keep God’s Feasts at the Eden Nature Park. 

 

Obviously, our Housing rates have increased, including our Food Costs. Of course, this is understandable as most businesses 

have lost revenues during this Covid crises, and food costs have increased since.  

 

EDEN FESTIVAL SITE DETAILS (for newcomers): 

 

TRAVEL: Davao City (where Eden Nature Park [ENP] is located) is about one and one-half hours by jet from Manila. From 

the Davao International Airport (DIA), one may take a taxi to ENP with a travel time of about one hour (depending on traffic 

situation). Those who need other transport assistance going to ENP, please inform us in advance so we can make such neces-

sary arrangements.  

 

CLIMATE: Since Eden Nature Park is about 3,000 feet (915 meters--almost one kilometer) above sea level, expect a cooler 

climate, and the need for some sweaters or warm clothing especially in the evenings and at night. 

 

MEALS: 

 

For Lunch and Dinner, there will be two viands, rice, dessert, beverage of fruit-juice; plus an added hot soup, at the cost of 

P200 per meal. Therefore, for Lunch and Dinner an Adult Meal costs P400 per day. For 16 meals during the 8-day stay, the 

total cost will be P3,200. This is aside from the cost for breakfast. 

 

Due to the present economic difficulties owing to the still on-going Covid-19 pandemic, I propose that we skip the breakfast 

meal. In this way, we save P200/day or P1,600 for our 8 days stay. I propose that each person or group of persons or family 

takes care of their own breakfast arrangement. It may simply consist of: boiled egg, milk, bread or oat meal/cereals, canned 

goods, (just avoid bringing strong smelling food like bulad or ginamos).  

 

But as an alternate, we can provide “Arrozcaldo” for breakfast at a much lower cost of only P80. In this way, the cost for 

breakfast will only be P640 per person for 8 days. We will try to provide cooked rice every morning for breakfast for those 

who need rice. But we need a list for this. 

 

TEENS (13 years old and above) are classified as Adults in Meal Cost computation.  

 

CHILDREN (aged 4 -12 years old) has the same menu as adults (except for the reduced quantities), and priced at P150 each 

for regular breakfast, plus P200 each for Lunch and Dinner; which totals P350 per day, or 2,800 for all our 8-day stay. Some 

seniors and others who eat only little may prefer to order only a Child Meal? 

 

TODDLERS & INFANTS: (aged 3 years old and below) are not charged for food cost, but also not entitled to an individual 

allocation. Their parents are expected to take care of their special food, or they may share some from their parents’ food. 

However, parents may at their option purchase in advance additional Child Food. 

 

The first meal served will be dinner on Wednesday, October 20, while the last meal will be served at Last Great Day lunch 

on October 28. Those planning to extend their stay at Eden Nature Park should understand that there will be additional per-

sonal costs to them. So, if you are planning to extend your stay, please inform me early enough, so special arrangements and 

payments can be made regarding additional lodging and meal costs. 
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ACCOMMODATIONS: 

Yah continues to bless us with a 4-star hotel quality accommodation. All rooms are screened, with cushioned beds, tiled toilet 

& bathrooms, and with hot and cold shower. Housing units are within walking distance to the Garden Hall. But Free 24/7 

Shuttle Transport Service is available for those staying at farther locations. 

 

The Begonia Rooms have four standard beds each. The rate is P1,660 per room (or P415 per bed per night. For a minimum 

stay of 8 nights, each bed will cost P3,320.  

 

The Holiday Lodge cottages have added features as: a TV and a mini-ref with two beds in each room. The cost for this ac-

commodation is P1,500 per room per night, or P12,000 for the 8-day stay. 

 

The Vista Cottages has similar features as the Holiday Lodge. It is priced at P1,600 per cottage per night. For our 8-day stay, 

that will amount to P12,800. Special reservations are needed for this type of cottage. 

 

The Log Cabin with 3 beds in each of the 4 rooms (total 12 beds) has complete kitchen and dining facilities, and priced at 

P6,200 per night, or (P516) per bed per night. This amounts to P49,600 for our 8-days stay. 

 

PREFERRED ROOM MATES: To maximize our limited housing options; considering individual needs; we pre-assign 

attendees to housing units and try to best determine who their roommates will be. Apart from obvious family affiliations, 

please re-confirm in your Festival Application Form who you wish to be with in the same room. NOTE: Unless there’s a 

requested change, we will most likely follow our administrator’s assignments. 

 

OTHER AMENITIES OFFERED & CAUTIONS: 

 

Part of our Eden Convention Package happily includes free use of Garden Hall for meetings and meals. Free sound system, 

and free access also to Gazebo area, Bamboo Maze area, and Gulayang Filipino area. 

 

While we have all these additional blessings to enjoy, let us not forget that we are at Eden Nature Park primarily to keep 

God’s Feast of Tabernacles. Therefore, let us not miss or be late for services or other required assemblies just because we 

have been too involved in other matters. Let us also be careful about falling into accidents, and small children should 

always be supervised by their parents or other adults at all times. 

Above all, we should show a good light and example to all. Let us remember to follow all rules, such as: maintaining cleanli-

ness, avoid littering, no picking of flowers, etc., so we will always be welcomed at Eden Resort. 

 

SUMMARY OF EXPECTED FOOD AND HOUSING PAYMENTS: 

 

FOR ADULTS (& Teens 13 & up): (Sample billing) 

2 Meals Only for FOOD  P3,200; Total per person, for 16 meals (8 days) 

Lodging (IF at Begonia Room) P3,320; Total per bed for 8 nights’ accommodation. 

Tentative Total Cost   P6,520; Tot. per pers. for Food & Lodging for 8 days 

Administrative cost for the Feast +10% of your Festival Tithe. 

Excess Second Tithe (if any)  +Excess Festival Tithe (to help other brethren, too) 

 

FOR CHILDREN (4 to 12 years old): 

2 Meals Only for FOOD @P170  P2,720; Total per Child Meal for 16 meals (8 days) 

Lodging cost with parents  P??.??;  Due to Covid, sharing bed with parents, not allowed 

TOTAL COST    P2,720  Total per child (Food cost only, if no own bed). 

 

SUMMARY OF VARIOUS TYPES OF HOUSING AND THEIR RESPECTIVE RATES: 

Log Cabin occupants,   P516 /bed/night, or P4,128; Total for 8 nights 

Begonia Room occupants  P415 /bed/night, or P3,320; Total for 8 nights 

Holiday Lodge occupants  P1,500 /room /night, or P12,000; Total for 8 nights 

Vista Cottage occupants P1,600 /room /night, or P12,800; Total for 8 nights 
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OUR FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY AND STEWARDSHIP BEFORE GOD 

 

With just 18 more days to go, we need to assess now our festival preparations and resources, and how we are going to meet 

these financial needs? I understand that most have been hit by this worldwide financial crisis, plus all the travel restrictions 

imposed upon us. This is compounded by our understandable failure to do any fund campaign. Therefore, I can’t blame you 

for your failure to come. Each of us need to think and pray hard and trust in Yah’s help (even miraculously) on how we can 

each generate ideas and funds to meet our financial needs.  

 

But in spite of all these, may we have been found by Yah still faithful in our financial responsibilities to Him. IF we put Yah 

first, in giving our tithes & offerings; saving our festival tithe; and helping the needy among us (as the case may be); and re-

membering also to bring our “gifts” before Yah in the form of Holy Day Offerings (which He commands when we come be-

fore Him at His Festivals, Deut. 16:16.); then we can expect Yah to hear our prayers and provide for our needs with help 

from other brethren who may have some excess second tithes. With such obedience and trust, may our Heavenly Father find 

ways and means to help us according to His love, and great power. Confidently, the apostle Paul wrote: “And my Elohim will 

fill your every need according to His riches in glory in Messiah Yahshua” (Phil. 4:19, HRB).  

 

FESTIVAL ASSISTANCE 

 

Unlike in the past, we no longer have a giant organization supporting us (but Yah is much BIGGER)! We believe that the 

time has come when Yah expects us (as a special people endowed with a specific calling) to be able to stand on our own, en-

dure faithfully to the end, and still be able to do our part in Yah’s Will and Work. 

 

At the same time, I recall Yahshua’s words when He said to the effect that the poor will always be among you (Mark 14:5). 

Some are poor, or became poor because of Satan’s anger among Yah’s chosen (Rev. 12:12). Because of this challenge, 

please let us all pray that we will be able to find adequate resources to help those who are in such poor category but are qual-

ified for help. This means that those requesting financial assistance must have shown on record, faithfulness in their finan-

cial obligations to Yah. If you are qualified and in need, please indicate your needs in the Festival Registration Form. 

 

While we try to help all who are qualified, there is of course some limits on how much we can help. It is therefore best for 

you to contact me about such problems, rather than just keeping silent due to shyness, and then fail to attend. For most ap-

proved assistance requests, the funds will simply be credited to your Festival financial obligations, so you don’t have to pay.  

 

REGISTRATION FOR THE FEAST 

 

Each individual or family (represented by the head) who plans to attend the Feast at Eden, should completely fill-out the 

attached Festival Registration Form (which is also fillable on-line). This Festival Letter, and Registration Form, are also all 

downloadable from our COGP website. Completed Forms are to be submitted to me by email or by modern means as soon as 

possible. A new way of transmittal is to take a cellphone screenshot of the completed Registration Form then send it to me by 

FB Messenger. The deadline for submission of completed Registration Forms is on next Sabbath, October 9, 2021, but the 

earlier you can submit it, the better. Also, payments can be given earlier thru BPI C/A # 8091-0076-07 in my name. Bank 

Deposit Receipts can then be likewise pictured by your cellphone and sent thru FB Messenger. Otherwise, payments can be 

given at the Feast site. GCASH can also be used using my name and cp number. Take a screen shot of the receipt and send it 

to me. 

 

Let us all do our best in our planning and preparation for the Feast and let us all pray that Yah will stop all of Satan’s efforts 

against us, and that Yah will grant us a successful and blessed Feast again this year at Eden. 

 

Sincerely in His service, 

 

 

Edmond D. Macaraeg 

Festival Coordinator 


