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P.O. Box 81840, 8000 Davao City, Philippines; Phone/Fax: (+63 82) 241 0150; Mobile: +63 918 919 4346 

Email: edmond@macaraeg.org 
_ 

Edmond D. Macaraeg 
Festival Coordinator 

September 10, 2018 

Hello to all Brethren! 

 

Warm greetings to everyone!  For the third year now, we are again scheduled to celebrate our Feast of Tabernac-

les at the cool, beautiful, and prestigious Eden Nature Park, at Eden, Toril, Davao City. For those who wish to 

know more about Eden Nature Park, please click to their website: http://edennaturepark.com.ph/  And for those 

who wish to know more about Davao City, please click to its website: http://www.davaocity.gov.ph/davao/. 

 

Because we are following the correct season for the Festivals of God, we are facing some unique challenges—

which of course are to be expected of those who pioneer truths or trends. Compared to the corporate churches, 

we are observing God’s Feast a month later this year, simply because of the needed insertion of a 13-month year 

in the current 19-Year Time Cycle. If these Sacred Calendar matters are somewhat new to you, I encourage you 

to read and understand three articles in our BiblicalTruths.com website. Their titles with their Internet links are:  

 

 Disturbing Problems of the Modern Hebrew Calendar  

(http://www.biblicaltruths.com/disturbing-problems-of-the-modern-hebrew-calendar/) 

The Shocking Corruptions in the Modern Hebrew Calendar 

(http://www.biblicaltruths.com/the-shocking-corruptions-in-the-present-hebrew-calendar/) 

Science Proves When Each 19-Year Time Cycle Really Begins 

(http://www.biblicaltruths.com/science-proves-when-each-19-year-time-cycle-really-begins/) 

 

OUR BIGGEST CHALLENGE  

 

As a result of some not fully understanding these Sacred Calendar matters, our biggest challenge this year is 

that our US financial helper (for the past two years) has decided to stop their financial help to us, simply because 

we observe the festival dates one month later than they this year. Perhaps, God is allowing us to be tested on 

how strongly we believe the truths revealed to us? Are we going to reject the truth, just so we will be humanly 

financed? Perhaps, the Father and the Son now wants us to fully rely upon THEIR blessings and support to us, 

rather than upon a human organization? We have therefore asked our brethren to fast and pray, so we can be 

guided on how to meet this difficult financial challenge this year. And since “faith without works is dead” we 

encouraged everyone to do their part to help produce funds for God’s Feast, and help others, too. 

 

Before I go into the details of this year’s Feast of Tabernacles, please allow me first to address the earlier Au-

tumn Festivals which starts just about a month away. These starts with the Feast of Trumpets (October 11, 

Thursday); then the Day of Atonement (October 20, Saturday), which is observed with fasting—no food or wa-

ter from Friday sunset until Saturday sunset. Then the beginning of the Feast of Tabernacles this year will start 

at sunset of October 24 (Wednesday), and the Last Great Day falls on November 1 (Thursday). 

 

Since God’s days start at sunset; for this year’s Feast of Tabernacles, please plan to arrive at the Eden Festival 

site before sunset on Wednesday, October 24; early enough to register, get settled; take dinner; and attend the 

Opening Night Service at 7:30 pm, at the Garden Hall of Eden Nature Park Resort in Davao City.  

 

For those who need Festival Excuse Letter, in connection with the schooling of your children or for your own 

employment requirements, please text or call me for a copy, or print the attached document sent by email. 

 

http://edennaturepark.com.ph/
http://www.davaocity.gov.ph/davao/
http://www.biblicaltruths.com/disturbing-problems-of-the-modern-hebrew-calendar/
http://www.biblicaltruths.com/the-shocking-corruptions-in-the-present-hebrew-calendar/
http://www.biblicaltruths.com/science-proves-when-each-19-year-time-cycle-really-begins/
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For our scattered brethren, who may not be able to attend Holy Day services due to distance, health problems, or 

financial constraints; or unable to connect by Skype; please view the sermons we hope to send to you in advance. 

 

Our practice of observing God’s Feast of Tabernacles is in obedience to God’s commands (Lev. 23:34-44), 

which was also observed by Christ and His disciples (John 7:1-39), and which will be required upon all families 

and nations at His return (Zechariah 14:16-19). God’s people are privileged in a rare manner now to be given 

some advanced training and experience in our future roles. Remember, no other people on earth today are given 

such experiences. Therefore, let us do our best to prepare ourselves physically, financially, and spiritually. All 

challenges (including problematic situations) which we may encounter should be considered part of our training 

and an opportunity to develop godly character to equip us for our great role in God’s coming Kingdom! 

 

BLESSED TO STILL HAVE THE BEST FESTIVAL SITE!  

 

In answer to our collective prayers, God is miraculously and continuously blessing us, not only with the best 

possible site; but also some discount better than last year, in spite of price inflation! Our food will again be pro-

vided by Eden Nature Park, and happily, our Catered Food cost has not been increased from last year. Those 

who may need more food, please discretely provide some small packaged food items with you. 

 

EDEN FESTIVAL SITE DETAILS: 

 

TRAVEL: Davao City is about 1-1/2 hours by jet from Manila. If arriving at the Davao International Airport, 

one may take a taxi going straight to the site. Travel time to Eden is about one hour, covering a distance of about 

27 kilometers (about 17 miles). The usual taxi fare is about P850 ($17). For arriving guests who need transport 

assistance going to the Feast site, please inform us in advance so we can make the necessary arrangements.  

 

CLIMATE: Since Eden Nature Park is about 3,000 feet (915 meters--almost one kilometer) above sea level, 

expect a cooler climate, and the need for some sweaters or warm clothing especially in the evenings and at night. 

 

MEALS: 

 

For Breakfast, Eden offers two viands, rice; then coffee or tea for adults, and milk for children at the cost of 

P100. ($2.00) per meal. For Lunch and Dinner, there will be added hot soup, two viands, rice, and dessert, at the 

cost of P125 ($2.50) per meal. Therefore, for Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner an Adult Meal costs P350 ($7.00) per 

day. For 24 meals during the 8-day period, Total cost will be P2,800 ($56). [Peso to Dollar rate: US$1 = P50.] 

 

TEENS (13 years old and above) are classified as Adults in Meal Cost computation.  

CHILDREN (aged 4 to 12 years old) has the same menu as adults (except for milk at breakfast) are 

given discounted Meal Cost of P85 for Breakfast, and P100 each for Lunch and Dinner; which totals 

P285 per day, or P2,280 ($45.60) for all the 24 meals during the 8-day Festival.  

TODDLERS & INFANTS: (aged 3 years old and below) are not charged for food cost, but also not 

entitled to an individual food tray. Their parents are expected to take care of their special food, or they 

may share some from their parents’ food tray. However, parents may at their option purchase in advance 

additional Child Food Tray, paying the corresponding added cost at the Festival Office. 

 

The first meal served will be dinner on Wednesday, October 24, while the last meal served will be lunch on 

November 1 (Thursday). Those planning to extend their stay at Eden Nature Park should understand that there 

will be additional personal costs to them. So, if you are planning to extend your stay, please inform me early 

enough, so special arrangements and payments can be made regarding additional lodging and meal costs. 

 

ACCOMMODATIONS: 

 

As in the past two years, God blessed us again with a 3-star hotel quality accommodation. All rooms are 

screened, have cushioned beds, tiled toilet & bath, with hot and cold shower. Most of our housing units are 

within walking distance to the Garden Hall. But Free Shuttle Transport Service is also just a phone call away. 
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The 13 Begonia Rooms (which are closest to the Hall) have four standard beds each, but to help accommodate 

our big number of attendees, we have added two more beds to produce six beds in each room. The new dis-

counted rate is now lower than last year and is only P320 ($6.40) per bed per night. For a minimum stay of 8 

nights, that will cost P2,560 ($51.20) per bed during the entire eight-day Feast of Tabernacles & LGD.  

 

The Holiday Lodge cottages are composed of double duplexes in two buildings totaling 8 rooms. Added fea-

tures are: a TV and a mini-ref, with two beds in each room. To maximize our need for more accommodations, 

we can request for a third bed to be added. The cost for this accommodation is P450 ($9) per bed per night, or 

P3,600 ($72) per bed during the eight-day Feast; (compared to P4,400 ($88) in 2016; or a savings of P800). 

 

The Vista Lodge cottages has similar features as the Holiday Lodge cottages. Being closer to the meeting hall, 

and being exclusively reserved for ENP Tourists, it was priced more at P475 ($9.50) per bed per night, amount-

ing to P3,800 ($76) for the entire Feast. We need to arrange for special reservations for this type of cottages. 

 

The Log Cabin (with adjacent Annex House) has complete kitchen and dining facilities. Being farthest from our 

meeting hall (accessible by Shuttle Service only), the cost per bed is P315 ($6.30), or P2,520 ($50.40), for the 

entire Feast. Most of our Kidapawan brethren occupied it last year because they planned to cook their meals.  

 

PREFERRED ROOM MATES: To maximize our limited housing options; considering individual needs; we 

pre-assign attendees to housing units and try to best determine who their roommates will be. Apart from obvious 

family affiliations, please re-confirm in your Festival Application Form who you wish to be with in the same 

room? NOTE: Unless there’s a requested change, we will likely follow last year’s housing assignments. 

 

OTHER AMENITIES OFFERED & CAUTIONS: 

 

Part of our Eden Convention Package happily includes free use of Garden Hall, Swimming Pool, Indiana Jones 

Ride, access to Pinoy Games Area, Obstacle Course, Bird Walk, Butterfly Garden; and Guided Tour. Amenities 

not mentioned above as: Sky-cycle, Zip-line, Giant Swing, etc., requires personal payment from the user. 

 

While we have these additional blessings to enjoy, let us not forget that we are at Eden Nature Park primarily to 

keep God’s Feast of Tabernacles. Therefore, let us not miss or be late for services or other required assemblies 

just because we have been too involved in these physical matters. Let us also be careful about falling into acci-

dents, and small children should always be supervised by their parents or other adults at all times. 

 

Above all, we should show a good light and example to all. Let us remember to follow all rules, such as: main-

taining cleanliness, avoid littering, no picking of flowers, etc., so we will always be welcomed at Eden Resort. 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EXPECTED FOOD AND HOUSING PAYMENTS: 

 

FOR ADULTS (& Teens, 13 & up): (Sample billing) 

FOOD – P350 / day x 8 days  P2,800 ($56.00) Total per person, for 24 meals (8 days) 

LODGING (IF Begonia Room) P2,560 ($51.20) Total per bed for 8 nights accommodation. 

TOTAL COST    P5,360 ($107.20) Total per person for Food & Lodging for entire FOT 

 

FOR CHILDREN (4 to 12 years old): 

FOOD – P285 / day x 8 days  P2,280 ($45.60) Total per child for 24 meals (8 days) 

LODGING (IF not occupying own bed) P00.00 (If just sharing bed with parents, or with a paying sibling) 

TOTAL COST    P2,280 ($45.60) Total per child (Food cost only, no own bed). 

 

SUMMARY OF VARIOUS TYPES OF HOUSING AND THEIR RESPECTIVE RATES: 

Log Cabin occupants,   P315 ($6.30) /bed/night, or P2,520 ($50.40) Total for entire FOT 

Begonia Room occupants  P320 ($6.40) /bed/night, or P2,560 ($51.20) Total for entire FOT 

Holiday Lodge occupants  P450 ($9.00) /bed /night, or P3,600 ($72.00) Total for entire FOT 

Vista Lodge occupants  P475 ($9.50) /bed /night, or P3,800 ($76.00) Total for entire FOT 
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OUR FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY AND STEWARDSHIP BEFORE GOD 

 

With just a little over one month to go, we need to assess now our festival preparations and resources, and how 

we are going to meet these Festival financial needs? Each of us need to think and pray hard and trust in God’s 

help and power (even miraculously) on how we can generate ideas to meet these big financial challenges? 

 

I know how difficult life has been, considering that some lack gainful employment, plus other challenges. Hope-

fully, in spite of all these, may we have been found by God still faithful in our responsibilities to Him. IF we put 

God first, including giving our tithes & offerings; saving our festival tithe; helping the needy among us (as the 

case may be); and remembering also to bring our “gifts” before God in the form of Holy Day Offerings (which 

He commands when we come before Him at His Festivals, Deut. 16:16.); then we can expect God to hear our 

prayers and provide for our needs. With such obedience and trust, may our Heavenly Father and Provider find 

ways and means to help us according to His love, and great power. Confidently, the apostle Paul wrote: “And 

my Elohim will fill your every need according to His riches in glory in Messiah Yahshua” (Phil. 4:19, HRB).  

 

FESTIVAL ASSISTANCE 

 

Unlike in the past years, we no longer have a big organization financing or supporting us (but God is BIGGER)! 

We believe that the time has come when God expects us (as a special people endowed with a specific calling) to 

stand on our own, endure faithfully to the end, and still be able to do our part in God’s Will and Work. 

 

At the same time, I recall Christ’s words when He said to the effect that the poor will always be among you 

(Mark 14:5). Some are poor, or became poor because of Satan’s anger and wrath among God’s chosen (Rev. 

12:12). Because of this challenge, please let us all pray that you and I will be able to find adequate resources to 

help those among us who are in the poor category, but are qualified. This means that anyone requesting financial 

assistance must have shown on record faithfulness in their financial obligations to God. If you are qualified and 

in need, please indicate your needs in the Festival Registration Form. 

 

While we try to help all who are qualified, there is of course some possible limit on how much we can help. It is 

therefore best for you to contact me about such problems, rather than just keeping silent due to shyness, and then 

fail to attend. Please discuss them with me as soon as reasonable, so we can jointly try to find solutions for them.  

 

For most approved assistance requests, the funds will simply be credited to your Festival financial obligations 

payable, so you don’t have to pay accordingly. For more information about attending this Feast site, please con-

tact me (as Festival coordinator), through the contact information stated on the letterhead of this Festival letter. 

 

REGISTRATION FOR THE FEAST 

 

Each individual or family (represented by the head) who plans to attend the Feast at Eden, should completely 

fill-out the attached Festival Registration Form (which is also fillable on-line). This Festival Letter, Registra-

tion Form, and Festival Excuse Letter are also all downloadable from our COGP website. Completed Forms are 

to be submitted to me by email or by fax. A new way of transmittal is to take a cellphone photo of the completed 

Registration Form then send it to me by FB Messenger. The deadline for submission of completed Registration 

Forms is on September 30, 2018, but the earlier you can submit it, the better. Also, payments can be given ear-

lier thru BPI C/A # 8091-0076-07 in my name. The Bank Deposit Receipt can then be likewise pictured and sent 

to me thru FB Messenger. Otherwise, payments can be given when you arrive at Eden for the Feast. 

 

Let us all do our best in our planning and preparation for the Feast, and let us all pray that God will stop all of 

Satan’s efforts against us, and that God will grant us a successful and blessed Feast again this year at Eden. 

 

Sincerely in His service, 

 

Edmond D. Macaraeg 

Festival Coordinator 


